Christ Congregational United Church of Christ

A church that listens, praises God, inspires, and serves others.

NOVEMBER 20, 2022 | 10:30 AM

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
THANKSGIVING SUNDAY
REIGN OF CHRIST
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
“Not what we say about our blessings, but how we use them, is the true measure of our
thanksgiving.” — W.T. Purkiser

The Rev. Candace Thomas, Designated-Term Pastor
Jay Harragin, Director of Music
Graham Bryan, Musician
Judy Carlson, Liturgist
Joan Chandler, Usher
Please call or email the office to reserve a date to honor, celebrate or commemorate a special
someone or event with flowers!
NEXT WEEK’S BOUQUET IS AVAILABLE FOR RESERVATION!

14920 Southwest 67thAvenue, Palmetto Bay, Florida 33158
www.christcongregationalucc.org office@christcongregationalucc.org
|305.235.9381

   
*You may stand or remain seated as indicated by the *
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST (You are invited to greet others with the words, “The peace
of Christ be with you.” The suggested response is, “And also with you.” Handshakes, fist
bumps, or hugs are optional as you are comfortable.)
*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)
One: Let us gather together in thanksgiving to God.
Many: For God has made us and this earth which gives us nurture.
One: Let us gather together in thanksgiving to God.
Many: For we are the bearers of God’s blessing and love for the earth and its people.
All: Let us praise God; let us join hands; let us reach out in care and courage so the goodness
of life may be for all God’s children. Amen.
*HYMN

“Come , O Thankful People, Come” | NCH No. 422

1/ Come, O thankful people, come,
raise the song of harvest home;
all is safely gathered in
as the winter storms begin;
God our Maker doth provide
for our wants to be supplied;
come to God's own temple, come,
raise the song of harvest home.
2/ All the blessings of the field,
all the stores the gardens yield,
all the fruits in full supply
ripened 'neath the summer sky,
All that spring with bounteous hand
scatters o'er the smiling land,
all that liberal autumn pours
from its rich o'erflowing stores.
3/ These to you, our God, we owe,
source from whom all blessing flow;
and for these our songs we raise,
grateful vows and solemn praise.
Come, then, thankful people, come,
raise the song of harvest home;
come to God's own temple, come,
raise the song of harvest home.

*GATHERING PRAYER (Unison)
Loving God, Creator of all things, we come to you this day with thankful hearts, for all your
gifts to us and to your people everywhere. We think about the amazing beauty of the world
you have made, and this powerful, yet fragile, land we call our home. As we worship
together, remind us of the sacredness of all creation and of our responsibility to respect the
ways of the earth and the connections between all things. Amen.
*THE COMMANDMENT OF JESUS (John 15:5, 12)
“I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit,
because apart from me you can do nothing. This is my commandment, that you love one
another as I have loved you.”
SCRIPTURE LESSON
PSALM 100 |NSRV
All Lands Summoned to Praise God
A Psalm of thanksgiving.
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.
Worship the Lord with gladness;
come into his presence with singing.
Know that the Lord is God.
It is he that made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him, bless his name.
For the Lord is good;
his steadfast love endures for ever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.
DEUTERONOMY 8:7-18
For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with flowing streams, with
springs and underground waters welling up in valleys and hills, a land of wheat and barley, of
vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a land where you may
eat bread without scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron and from
whose hills you may mine copper. You shall eat your fill and bless the Lord your God for the
good land that he has given you.
Take care that you do not forget the Lord your God, by failing to keep his commandments, his
ordinances, and his statutes, which I am commanding you today. When you have eaten your fill
and have built fine houses and live in them, and when your herds and flocks have multiplied,
and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied, then do not exalt
yourself, forgetting the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery, who led you through the great and terrible wilderness, an arid waste-land
with poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint rock, and fed you
in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not know, to humble you and to test you,
and in the end to do you good. Do not say to yourself, ‘My power and the might of my own
hand have gained me this wealth.’ But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you
power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your ancestors, as
he is doing today.

SPECIAL MUSIC

“Colors of the Wind”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Responsive)
(Based on the words of Chief Seattle, 1855)
One: Creator God, we confess that we do not always re-member you.
Many: We forget that all we have and are comes from you.
One: We forget that the earth is our mother—we are made from the earth.
Many: Whatever befalls the earth, befalls the children of the earth. We are part of the earth,
and the earth is part of us.
One: We forget that the rivers are our brothers.
Many: We forget that the perfumed flowers are our sisters.
One: We forget that the air is precious, for all of us share the same breath.
Many: The wind gives our children the spirit of life.
One: We forget that the earth does not belong to us; we belong to the earth.
Many: We forget that all things are connected, like the blood that unites one family.
ASSURANCE OF GRACE — Pastor Candy
The good news is that God loves and forgives us, and forever invites us to return to the ways
of wholeness. We can be new people; we can live with respect for the earth and all its
creatures. Thanks be to God!
SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS
PRAYER SONG “Sweet Hour of Prayer” verse 1 |NCH No. 505
1/ Sweet hour of prayer! Sweet hour of prayer!
that calls me from a world of care,
and bids me at my Maker's throne
let all my needs and wants be known.
In seasons of distress and grief,
my soul has often found relief,
and oft escaped the tempter's snare
by your return, sweet hour of prayer!
TIME OF QUIET MEDITATION

PASTORAL PRAYER
THE PRAYER OF JESUS (Unison)
We join our hearts together as we pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY — Pastor Candy
Generosity may come as an impulse, but it is cultivated by the practice of regular giving. Let us
today move from beliefs to actions that made a difference in the world. We give in gratitude
for God’s gifts to us, and we give because we need to live beyond ourselves.
MUSICAL OFFERING

“We Gather Together”

PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING (Unison)
God of generosity and giving, what we give here represents our thanksgiving to you. Receive
and use these gifts to celebrate life, to make the ordinary sacred, and to bring hope beyond
these walls. Amen.
SERMON: “Forgetting and Remembering”
*GOING FORTH SONG

“Great Is Your Faithfulness” | NCH 423

[Refrain]
Great is your faithfulness!
Great is your faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed your hand has provided,
Great is your faithfulness, God, unto me!
1/ Great is your faithfulness, O God, Creator,
with you no shadow of turning we see.
You do not change, your compassions they fail not;
all of your goodness forever will be. [Refrain]
2/ Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness
to your great faithfulness, mercy, and love. [Refrain]
3/ Pardon for sin and a peace so enduring,
your own dear presence to cheer and to guide.
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine with ten thousand beside. [Refrain]

*WORDS OF GRACE — Pastor Candy
May the Lord of all creation shower blessings and favor upon you. May the Lord of harvest
grace your Thanksgiving table with their presence and fill you and your loved ones with peace.
*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE

   

Welcome to Everyone!
Whoever or whatever brought you to our Sanctuary or our Facebook on-line worship service
this morning, we believe that the Spirit of God had a hand in you joining us. We hope that
you feel the Holy Spirit in our service of prayer and praise. At Christ Congregational Church
we strive to love one another as God has loved us and welcome one another as Christ has
welcomed us. Therefore, we are an Open and Affirming church, loving and welcoming all
people in all of God’s variety, including racial, ethnic, and economic diversity, gender
diversity and expression, sexual orientation, and physical and mental abilities.
JOYS AND CONCERNS Please let Pastor Candy know of any joys or concerns you would like
lifted up in worship before Sunday at 10 a.m.
YOU ARE INVITED TO ENJOY A PRE-THANKSGIVING POTLUCK with your church family after
worship today in Kelsey Hall!
The First Sunday of Advent is next Sunday, November 27th. Plan to be present for the lighting
of the HOPE candle on the Advent Wreath and for the Hanging of the Greens. We will
decorate the Sanctuary and Christmas tree after worship. Please plan to stay and take part.
The Advent/Christmastide devotional, “What’s Left of the Night” (by the “StillSpeaking
Writers Group) is available for download now!
https://www.thepilgrimpress.com/products/whats-left-of-the-night-2022-adventchristmastide-devotional?

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE WILL BE CELEBRATED AT 5 P.M.
CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE WILL BE CELEBRATED AT 10:30 P.M.

PRAYER REQUESTS

Sharon Smith, Jay Harragin, Joan Hansen, Maggie McDowell, Daniel Best,
J.J. Ketzle, Jim and Cindy Ketzle, Don and Peggy Olson, Carol McCreary,
Mary Ellen Praether, Bradley Everhardt, Stone Coram, Judy Shuflitowski,
Stephanie Guide, Paul Escoffery, Charles Wanner, Kevin Zhang,
Carl Brooks, Maria Marcial, Rene Brodsky,
The Rev. David and Carol Christensen,
and the friends and family of Larry Nipper
FOR PASTORAL CARE

Please Call or text Pastor Candy at 925-640-9289;
or send an email to cccpastor@att.net
COMMUNITY OUTREACH ACTIONS

1. Guardian ad Litem family Thanksgiving collection for donation of Aldi gift cards. Nov 5-20th.
2. Guardian ad Litem Youth Christmas collection for donation of $25 gift cards starts in
December.
3. Mark Krumich food pantry collection is ongoing. Thank you for the wonderful recent
donations. We needed two trips for this delivery with SSoM students contributing 250 cans
of food through their Altruism program!
Thank you for your continued generosity!
ONLINE GIVING You may click on the “Give” button at the bottom of the e-newsletter; or
visit CCC at christcongregationalucc.org and click “ONLINE GIVING” to reach “Moon Clerk”
where your credit card information will be securely processed.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SUN

NOV 20

MON

NOV 21

10:30 AM WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY & FB
THANKSGIVING SUNDAY | REIGN OF CHRIST
WE ARE GATHERING IN THANKSGIVING OVER A CORNUCOPIA OF A POTLUCK!
CHOOSE YOUR SETTING: OUTDOORS AT OUR GARDEN CHAPEL OR INSIDE KELSEY HALL.
6:30 PM

BIBLE STUDY ON ZOOM

THURS-FRI NOV 24-25 CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAY
SUN

NOV 27

10:30 AM

WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY & FB

MON

NOV 28

6:30 PM

BIBLE STUDY ON ZOOM

CHOIR PRACTICE EVERY SUNDAY BEFORE WORSHIP

SAVE THE DATE

PLEASE JOIN THE CCC WOMEN

on Saturday, December 10th
at Cauley Square’s “The Tea Room” at 11 a.m. for the

Annual Christmas Luncheon

Please feel free to bring a guest. RSVP to Joan Chandler by December 8th
at bingo123@bellsouth.net.

9:45 AM – 10:20 AM

